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Double Tree by Hilton
Jacksonville Riverfront
1201Riverplace Blvd.
Jacksonville Fl. 32207

More info on hotel
when we get closer
to Reunion

Hosts:
Bill & Ulla
Melyan
Email: keystonewillie@verizon.net

NOTICE: The Reunion is September 2022

Standard Room - $119
Riverfront Room - $139

Join us for an exciting reunion in beautiful Jacksonville Florida. Jacksonville
is on the banks of the St. Johns River in the First Coast region of northeast

Riverfront Suite - $159
Rate Good Three Days
Before / After Reunion.
Breakfast for 2 Included
Additional Breakfast $10
Free Parking
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Florida. The hotel is about 25 miles south of the Georgia state line and 328
miles north of Miami. The Jacksonville Beach communities are along the adjacent Atlantic coast. The area was originally inhabited by the Timucua people, and in 1564 was the site of the French colony of Fort Caroline, one of the
earliest European settlements in what is now the continental United States.
Jacksonville was named after Andrew Jackson, the first military governor of
the Florida Territory and seventh President of the United States.
Harbor improvements since the late 19th century have made Jacksonville a major military and civilian deep-water port, facilitating Naval Station
Mayport, Naval Air Station Jacksonville, the U.S. Marine Corps Blount Island
Command, and the Port of Jacksonville, Florida's third largest seaport.
Jacksonville's military bases and the nearby Naval Submarine Base,
Kings Bay, form the third largest military presence in the United States. Significant factors in the local economy include services such as banking, insurance, healthcare and logistics. As with much of Florida, tourism is important
to the Jacksonville area, particularly tourism related to golf.
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The following are some of the events we are looking into for the Reunion. We
only have a few days to see so many great sites, if we can’t go to all, please stay
few days and enjoy this historic part of Florida.
A trip to Ste. Augustine, Florida
St. Augustine was founded in 1565 by Spanish Admiral Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, Florida’s first governor. He named the settlement
"San Agustín" (St. Augustine). The city served as the capital of Spanish Florida for over 200 years. It was designated as the capital of British East Florida when the colony was established in 1763; the colony
was ceded to Spain in 1783. Spain ceded Florida to the United States
in 1819, and St. Augustine was designated the capital of the Florida
Territory upon ratification of the Adams–Onís Treaty in 1821. The territorial government moved and made Tallahassee the capital of Florida
in 1824.

The Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park is a 15-acre, waterfront
historical attraction, where visitors can learn about the first Spanish settlers who
came here in the 1600s and the native Timucuans who were here to greet them.
With a working archaeological dig on site, as well as several re-created Spanish
and Timucuan buildings and dwellings, the park is bursting with history. It's
also just a beautiful spot to relax, enjoy the views over the water from the 600foot Founders Riverwalk or from the Observation Tower, sample the waters from
the natural spring (Ponce de Leon's legendary Fountain of Youth?), and let the
kids feed the roaming peacocks.

The St. Augustine Light Station is a private-aid to navigation and an active,
working lighthouse in St. Augustine, Florida. The current lighthouse stands at the
north end of Anastasia Island and was built between 1871 and 1874. The current
lighthouse tower, original first-order Fresnel Lens and the Light Station grounds are
owned by the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum, Inc., a not-for-profit
maritime museum. The museum is open to the public 360 days a year. Admission fees
support continued preservation of the lighthouse and five other historic structures.
The Naval Station Mayport is a major United States Navy base in Jacksonville, Florida. It contains a protected harbor that can accommodate aircraft carrier -size vessels, ship's
intermediate maintenance activity and a military airfield. NS Mayport has grown to become the
third-largest naval surface fleet concentration area in the United States. The station has a busy
harbor capable of accommodating 34 ships and an 8,001-foot runway capable of handling
most aircraft in the Department of Defense inventory. Naval Station Mayport is also home to
the Navy's United States Fourth Fleet, reactivated in 2008 after being deactivated in 1950.

We will have our USS Stoddard Memorial Service at the Veterans Memorial
Wall in downtown Jacksonville. The quarter-million dollar monument was dedicated in
November, 1995 and serves as a tribute to more than 1,500 Jacksonville area American
war heroes. The outdoor memorial was promoted as "the largest of its kind" and "the
only wall that honors veterans from all six [service] branches" (Army, Navy, Marines, Air
Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine). The 65 foot-long black granite monument
contains the names of servicemen and women from World War I through Operation Desert Storm and the current war on terrorism. In front of the wall stands a torch with an
eternal flame.
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The Story of the William D. Porter, “Willie-Dee” DD-579
(Some of the story is scuttlebutt so may not be completely true)
William D. Porter was a fletcher-class destroyer, laid down on 7 May 1942, at Orange Texas, United States,
by the Consolidated Steel Corporation; launched on 27 September 1942, sponsored by Miss Mary Elizabeth Reeder; and commissioned on 6 July 1943, Lieutenant Commander Wilfred A. Walter in command.
It’s story of
events began when Mrs. Reeder couldn’t break the bottle of champagne but the ships went down the skids anyway and into the water.
The series of misfortunes began with the surreptitious order to escort the USS Iowa BB-61 to North Africa.
The night before she was to set sail, the William D. Porter took out a nearby sister ship when, while backing into
the side of this ship, tore down essential equipment with her anchor — (which hadn’t been properly stowed) including railings and the captain’s gig. The Willie Dee suffered only minor scratches to her anchor, but this marked
the beginning of her two-year life of total chaos. On 12 November 1943, she departed Norfolk to rendezvous with
the Iowa. The battleship was on her way to North Africa carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and all the U.
S. armed forces chiefs of staff, to the Cairo and Tehran Conferences. The next day, a depth charge from the deck
of Porter fell into the rough sea and exploded, causing Iowa and the other escort ships to take evasive maneuvers
under the assumption that the task force had come under torpedo attack by a German U-boat. Ships logs
from Porter and Iowa do not mention a lost depth charge nor a U-boat search on 13 November. Then a freak wave
slammed into the Porter, washing off everything that wasn’t lashed down – including a sailor who was never
found. Both logs do mention Porter engine room flooded, ruining a boiler #3 and forcing the ship to fall out of formation until #4 boiler was brought online. Captain Walter had to spend the next several hours giving updates
on the repairs… over the radio.
On 14 November, at Roosevelt's request, Iowa conducted an anti-aircraft drill to demonstrate her ability to
defend herself. The drill began with the release of a number of balloons for use as targets. While most of these
were shot by gunners aboard Iowa, a few of them drifted toward Porter which shot down balloons as well. Porter,
along with the other escort ships, also demonstrated a torpedo drill by simulating a launch at Iowa. This drill
suddenly went awry when a torpedo from mount #2 aboard Porter discharged from its tube and headed toward Iowa. Porter attempted to signal Iowa about the incoming torpedo but, owing to orders to maintain radio
silence, used a signal lamp instead. However, the destroyer first misidentified the direction of the torpedo and
then relayed the wrong message, informing Iowa that Porter was backing up, rather than that a torpedo was in
the water. In desperation the destroyer finally broke radio silence, using codewords that relayed a warning message to Iowa regarding the incoming torpedo. After confirming the identity of the destroyer, Iowa turned hard to
avoid being hit by the torpedo. Roosevelt, meanwhile, had learned of the incoming torpedo threat and asked
his Secret Service attendee to move his wheelchair to the side of the battleship, so he could see. Not long afterward, the torpedo detonated in the ship's wake, some 3,000 yards astern of the Iowa but she was not damaged.
The entire incident lasted about 4 minutes from torpedo firing at 1436 to detonation at 1440. Following these
events, the ship and her crew were ordered to Bermuda for an inquiry into the Iowa affair. Chief Torpedoman
(CTM(AA)) Lawton Dawson, whose failure to remove the torpedo's primer had enabled it to fire at Iowa, was later
sentenced to fourteen years hard labor, though President Roosevelt intervened in his case, asking that no punishments be levied on the crew for the series of accidents. Contrary to Internet legend, LCDR Walter was not relieved
of command following the incident and remained in command until 30 May 1944. He later commanded other
ships and eventually became a Rear Admiral. Porter was in Bermuda from 16 to 23 November 1943; there was a
story that the whole crew was arrested but no mention was made of awaiting Marines or the entire crew being
"arrested" in the ship's logs.
The William D. Porter was eventually reassigned to the Aleutian Islands in the northern Pacific, on a relatively simple patrol mission. Before being reassigned to a different area in the Pacific, however — the Porter accidentally shot a five-inch artillery shell which landed on the commandant’s front yard on the American base in the
islands,
no one was injured.
Saigon
The William D. Porter was assigned to Okinawa, Japan, and
finally did a fine job destroying many different Japanese aircraft … oh,
and three American aircraft. Those who greeted the ship’s crew often
joked, “Don’t shoot, we’re Republicans!” On June 10, 1945, the ship
ran out of any luck it ever possessed. When a fully-loaded kamikaze
plane — a Japanese bomber constructed mostly from canvas and wood
— snuck into U.S. airspace, it attempted to crash into a ship near the
William D. Porter. However, at the last moment, it veered away and
crashed alongside the Willie Dee. The plane sunk, but still managed to
explode underneath of the ill-fated destroyer. This tore open the ship’s
hull and caused the ship to sink. In a final twist of much-deserved
luck — all of the crew survived.

Ex-USS Stoddard
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The Battle for the Ca De River Bridge
Part 1
by
Dan Withers, Karl Lippard and John Calder
If you attended the September, 2018 USS Stoddard Reunion at San Pedro, Ca you would have
been witness to some of the following presentation. Our guest speaker was former Marine Cpl Karl Lippard. A few months before the reunion I had never met him. Karl and I discovered that we (the Stoddard
crew) had created a major piece of history in Danang Harbor, SVN on the night of July 28, 1965. I had
kept a diary of stuff we were up to on the 65-66 Cruise. The diary entry for that night simply said:
“Holiday routine. GQ called at 00:30. Listened to President Johnsons speech about the Vietnam
Situation on the 1MC. Shot high explosive salvos all night.”
That night the USS Craig DD-885 and the USS Stoddard were called on station in DaNang Harbor to perform NGFS (Night Gunfire Support) missions. Up to this point I knew nothing about what was
going on out on the beach.
The Ca De (Song) River enters the Bay of DaNang (Vung DaNang) Vietnam from the west. Just off
shore the river is spanned by the "Nam O" Bridge, a five span steel structure where "Highway One" and
the railroad converge to make the crossing. This is the main route from DaNang to places north such as
Phu Bai and Hue.
On that night the security of holding the bridge was tasked
to 3"' Platoon, "H" Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rdMarines. They were
dug in on the south side of the bridge with orders, "Hold the bridge
and let no one pass." An ARVN, 2nd Regional Force unit was dug in
about a half mile north of the bridge, backs to the sea. Both units
came under heavy attack by the Viet Cong 23 Battalion and Cpl.
Karl Lippard of 3rd Platoon, who was stationed on the north side of
the bridge to give warning, was cut off from his platoon. In danger
of having his position overrun Cpl. Lippard called for artillery or air
support. No artillery could reach the area. Marine Air responded,
making three bombing runs on the coordinates he gave and then
left. Still under heavy attack, Lippard put out a call for additional
support, "any station this net, mayday, mayday, this is "Hotel
Three, do you copy."
Stoddard Radarman, John Calder, the guy on the microphone with Lippard, provided this interpretation of that night. As
you know, the sailors assigned to the OI Division had the advantage of knowing the ships movements and the potential assignments, well in advance of the rest of the crew. I mention this because my recall, leading up to our actual participation in the battle
of CaDe Song River Bridge, may differ slightly from Karl’s account
(Marine perspective vs. Navy perspective). Let me also add, if you listen closely to Karl’s presentation, he
may be in complete agreement but just didn’t go into the specific detail. Below is my recollection and
may be clouded a bit by age:
As you know, the USS Stoddard was the first Destroyer assigned as DaNang Harbor Defense
ship. We entered the harbor in mid July 15, 1965. Also, a South Vietnamese Officer was assigned to our
ship. He participated in, and acted as a translator, when we approached/inspected ships and other type
vessels. He also was aboard while in port; primarily during daylight hours (actually I can’t recall even
one instance when he was aboard in the evening). I also recall, being assigned as Petty Officer of the
Watch, he also mentioned we were the first ship assigned to DaNang Harbor.
While we conducted harbor related duties during the daytime (i.e. searching/challenging ships
or other vessels coming into the harbor, assisting a UDT team staging missions, interfacing with the
Marines assigned to the area, etc.), we spent most evenings conducting NGFS missions. When we began
to run low on munitions, so we departed DaNang early one day (late July 1965) to meet up with an ammunition ship, to rearm high explosive ammunition and illumination shells. Following this rearming,
and as a result of previous night’s engagements, we were “given the night off” so the crew could get a
little rest.
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued From Page 4)
I remember while catching a smoke with G. Milatz, the XO came up and asked why we weren’t in our
bunks. It was funny and maybe the only time I heard such a question.
Anyway, I remember being awakened and told to report immediately to CIC (General Quarters
wasn’t called until we were about 15 minutes from being on station; just showed the Captain recognized
the crew was tired and struggling just a bit). When I got to CIC, the POW said we were getting underway
to assist a ship, who was out of white phosphorus, but were engaged with a group of Marines and a
contingent of enemy forces. The primary reason we were called was to provide illumination so the Marine Spotter could visually observe the enemy forces, provide the appropriate coordinates, and neutralize any threat they may present.
As we neared the assigned area, we were able to establish communications with the Craig and
authenticate they were a friendly force (this was a normal procedure to prevent an English-speaking enemy from calling NGFS on friendly troops). While I was speaking to the NGFS communicator on the
Craig, he mentioned, because they were out of illumination shells, they would continue to fire on the
North side of the bridge to prevent the enemy from crossing it until we could get into position.
Just prior to arriving on site and taking position just north of the USS Craig, she provided their
fire control solution. Our crew used their data to calculate and adjust our solution based upon our exact location. The first rounds from our guns were illumination shells and by the time they exploded over
the target area, our guns were reloaded with high explosive, fuse quick (air bursts) ammunition, awaiting the Spotters adjustments.
I have to mention, the USS Stoddard was fortunate to have some of the best gun mounts in the
Navy. I can remember how effective our practice missions off San Clemente were and was the reason we
were awarded the “E” for our efficient firing (if I recall, we normally only required one adjustment by a
Spotter before being released to “Fire For Effect.”) And it’s probably the reason we were the first Destroyer assigned as DaNang Harbor Defense Ship, with NGFS expected with the assignment.
Once Karl provided the revised coordinates, they were configured and entered into both ships
Fire Control Systems. After reporting we were ready, Karl released us (USS Craig and USS Stoddard) to
fire, with each ship simultaneously firing the maximum of 4 guns, which was the equivalent of 72,000
rifles being fired (each shell contained 9,000 pieces of shrapnel X 8 guns), thus resulting in such a high
casualty rate. This continued for hours, while Karl adjusted coordinates based upon enemy movements;
either ship was capable of firing an average of more than 10 rounds a minute.
As mentioned in several earlier emails, this is all recall and could have been influenced by Karl’s
presentation. If you remember, we had any number of similar situations where we began with firing illumination rounds. What I’m trying to say, after 50+ years, missions may have a tendency of running together.
Karl’s reunion presentation was video recorded and is now posted on YouTube. If you have more
interest in this event there are many documents that tell the details of this night.
Visit www.ussstoddard.org/CaDeRiverBridgeBattle.htm
or the home page and look in New Items Added.

Karl Lippard—1965

Karl Lippard—2018

Part 2 of The Battle for the Ca De River Bridge
will be included in the February 2022 newsletter.
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Looking forward to seeing everyone
next September in Jacksonville, FL.
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Blue Water Navy
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced
it will re-adjudicate claims for Veterans who served in
the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam during
the Vietnam War.
This review is part of the Veterans Benefits Administration’s implementation of the November 5, 2020,
U.S. District Court of the Northern District of California decision to re-adjudicate previously denied claims
as applied in Nehmer vs. U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs.

During the past year we lost several of
our shipmates. Please continue to let us
know of the passing's. We will send condolence from the USS Stoddard Alumni
Association, if the notice is within a year
Veterans who were previously denied service conof their death. However, we will continue nection for a herbicide related presumptive condition
sending the emails to everyone as we re- due to lack of in-country Vietnam service will automatically have their claims re-adjudicated.
ceive information.
Also, all widows are sent a complimentary newsletter as long as they wish to receive it. At the present time, there are approximately 55 widows on our mailing
list.
We mail about 180 newsletters to active alumni members. Sadly our num-

bers continue to decrease.
john rauh,

Readjudication means VA will review the evidence of
record and provide replacement decisions in the cases
of Veterans who were previously denied service connection for one or more herbicide related conditions on the
basis that military service was not performed on the
landmass of the Republic of Vietnam or on its inland
waterways.
This review will also apply to eligible survivors of
deceased Vietnam era Veterans, VA.
It is dedicated to ensuring all Veterans receive the benefits they have earned.

email/database
VA ensures that we have the proper resources in
coordinator….. place to meet the needs of the Veteran community.
Eligible survivors of deceased Veterans may also
benefit from the policy and may be eligible for benefits
I have been getting a lot of emails based on the Veterans’ service.

lately from a company claiming to be the
Veterans who have a condition caused by herbicide
USS Stoddard Ships’ Store.
There
is exposure during military service can learn more about
only one USS Stoddard Ships’ Store and you Agent Orange exposure at this
can order items from our store on the web
site or on the back of our Newsletters. Our Web site:
Ships’ Store is a service for our shipmates https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/
hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/
and not ran as a money making operation.
If you are going to order USS Stoddard merchandise please do so from us. We try and
keep our prices down for you.
If you change your email address
please let me know so I can keep sending
you
email
updates.
Thank
you,

John

SK3 67-68
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al plapp,
chaplain…

Chaplain’s Corner

President: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net
Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net
Treasurer: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net
Storekeeper: Marlene Brant
email: mbrant679@gmail.com
Chaplain: Al Plapp
email: aplapp@ims-1.com
Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com

If you are like me you are experiencing a
sense of freedom after all the events of the Pandemic. If you personally or someone you know experienced COVID I hope everyone's recovery has been
without complications. This time of the Pandemic
has been challenging at the very least with many
unforeseen challenges, I have over time learned to
ask, “what is the lesson I can learn from this”. Developing a curiosity rather than blame or despair
has helped me to lessen the stress of the experience
by stepping into the experience rather than resisting something that I cannot change anyway, letting
it be in Gods hands.
I look forward to our next Stoddard reunion
which hopefully will be in 2022. Meanwhile my
prayer is for your good health, safety, and happiness. Let us also, in our thoughts and prayers,
remember the over 600,000 lost to the Pandemic
and their families and the many shipmates who left
us since our last reunion. Our thoughts, prayers,
and love are with the families.
Blessings,

Al

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

MME3 65-66

May They Rest In Peace
Bill, Leroy
Clarridge, Brian
Coffey, Michael C.
Duvall, Walter B.
Grady, Blaine E.
Gryzan, Leo C.
Gusse, Norman W.
Irelan, Charles H.
Littlejohn, George
LoBiondo, Louis S.
Marlette, Merle M.
Rostek, Leonard J.
Streets, Burleigh
Sweeney, John H.

GM2
LTJG
SN
SN
ETMC
GM
SN
SN
EMFN
IC3
PN1
WT2
ETN2
LTJG

44-45
67-68
55-59
61-63
63-65
44-45
55-57
51-53
55-57
64-66
63-63
44-46
64-67
54-57

11-4-2012
1-6-2021
12-1-2020
4-2-2011
6-28-2019
12-27-2019
8-14-2020
1-4-2021
3-20-2020
2-26-2016
9-7-2018
1-11-2020
2-4-2020
12-17-2020

CITY______________________STATE_________ZIP__________

STREET_______________________________________________

Ship to: NAME________________________________________

*Checks only payable to: USS Stoddard Alumni Association

SORRY NO CREDIT CARDS

Price
Qty.
TOTAL
$28
_______
_________
$29
_______
_________
$30
_______
_________
$30
_______
_________
$27
_______
_________
$28
_______
_________
$29
_______
_________
$30
_______
_________
_______
$27
_________
_______
$28
_________
_______
$29
_________
_______
$29
_________
$27
_______
_________
_______
$28
_________
_______
$29
_________
_______
$29
_________
_________
_______
$43
_________
$43
_______
$45
_______
_________
_________
$13
_______
$13
_______
_________
_________
$ 6
_______
_______
$67
_________
$_________
Subtotal
(Below Items Shipping Included) Shipping
$ 10.00
Stoddard Pic. 8 X 10 (Side View)
$6
_______
_________
Stoddard Pic. 8 X 10 (Rear View)
$6
_______
_________
Stoddard Pic. 11X17 (Color)
$8
_______
_________
Stoddard License Plate
$20
_______
_________
Stoddard Sinking DVD
$8
_______
_________
_________
4” Stoddard Patch
$5
_______
__________
________
$10
31/2 x 4 Steamin Demon Patch
Stoddard Alumni Pin
$5
_______
_________
*TOTAL ORDER $_________

Item
Size
Golf Shirt – navy
L
Golf Shirt – navy
XL
Golf Shirt – navy
XXL
Golf Shirt – navy
XXXL
Golf Shirt – white
L
Golf Shirt – white
XL
Golf Shirt – white
XXL
Golf Shirt – white
XXXL
Sweatshirt – navy
L
Sweatshirt – navy
XL
Sweatshirt – navy
XXL
Sweatshirt – navy
XXXL
Sweatshirt – cream
L
Sweatshirt – cream
XL
Sweatshirt – cream
XXL
Sweatshirt – cream
XXXL
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
L
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
XL
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
XXXL
Stoddard Ball Hat –navy
Stoddard Ball Hat (mesh)-navy
Stoddard Coffee Mug
Large 12” Steamin Demon Patch

Phone: 765-659-3605 Email: mbrant679@gmail.com

TO: Marlene Brant
508 S. Maish Road
Frankfort, IN 46041

USS STODDARD SHIP’S STORE-ORDER FORM

USS Stoddard Alumni Association

4337 S Hwy 51

Perryville, MO 63775

