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Hosts:  

        Brad & Jodi Morris 
 

Son-in-Law & Daughter of  

Victor (RM3 61-62) & Bonnie Heath 
 

Email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com

DoubleTree by Hilton  

Salt Lake City Airport 

USS Stoddard Rate $159 

Plus Taxes 

Includes Breakfast for  

two (2) guests per room  

 

Rate 3 Days Prior or After 

Subject to Availability 
 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free Parking,  

Free Airport Shuttle 
 

Call for Reservations 

 801-539-1515  

Ask for USS Stoddard 

Reunion Rate 
 

Hotel Cutoff Date 

August 18th, 2025 

Hi everyone, 

 My name is Brad Morris, and many of you met me and Jodi on the re-
union cruise last September. I'm Victor Heath's son-in-law (Stoddard alumni). 

While we initially joined the cruise to spend time with our dad, I quickly be-

came enamored with all of you. Your big personalities (you know who you are!) 

and amazing conversations left me wanting more. 

 We'd love to invite you to Salt Lake City to continue those conversa-
tions, spark some new ones, and enjoy what our beautiful city has to offer. I 

felt driven to do this because of the joy and sense of belonging this group pro-

vides. We are truly honored to host you. 

We look forward to seeing you, sharing some smiles, and thanking you for 
your service. 

             Best regards, 

           Brad & Jodi 
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USS Vandegrift FFG 48 

 

                    Attendees - Bermuda Cruise 2024 
NAME FIRST GUEST RATE STODDDARD YEARS OR FAMILY 

Alvin 

Sarah         

Granddaughter 

**Jeffrey           

Grandson  

Grandchildren               

Bob & Sharon Fix 

Balzer Glen   ET3 1964-1966 

Baumer Kelly—Daughter Craig - Son-in-law   John & Carlene Rauh 

Butler Robert Pat BT3 1966-1969 

Fix Sharon Mary & Margaret  

Widow & Children        

Bob Fix  

Geisler Susan Dawn Spott                                    

Dan & Roxane Withers  

Friends 

Goss 

Jim & Nancy-

Daughter 

Jennifer—

Granddaughter  

Family of                        

Captain Bill & Chris Hurst 

Green Mike Daisy BMSN 1969-1970 

Grindell Clyde 

Carol Callaghan 

Grindell ET2  

Heath Victor  Bonnie RD3 1961-1962 

Holiday ** Sherry ** Anna Haley  Cruise Agent & Friend 

Hurst Cheri Daughter  

Captain Bill & Chris Hurst 

Family 

* Johnson Ricky ** Marie Thurner ETR3 1966-1968 

Laible John Cricket LTJG 1966-1969 

Melyan Bill Ulla DC3 1966-1967 

Merrill Ray 

** Natalyn Whitis 

Daughter MM2 1963-1966 

Morris 

** Robert           

Son-in-law 

** Jodi              

Daughter  Victor & Bonnie Heath 

Ortiz 

** Robert            

Son-in-law 

Michelle Ortiz 

Daughter  Ray Merrill Family 

Pfeifer Phillip Carol EM3 1965-1968 

Plapp Al Kathy MME3  1965-1966 

Rauh John Carlene SK3 1967-1968 

Riggs Rick Susan FTG2  1964-1968 

Romack 

Steve              

Son 

Renee            

Daughter-in-law   Jay & Mary Lou Romack  

* Wagner Robert Sharon RD3 1968-1969 

Withers Dan  Roxane ETN3 1965-1966 

* First Time Shipmate Attendees 

** First Time Attendees 

                                      A Total of 50 Attendees for 2025 Reunion 
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Spotlight on USS Stoddard Executive Officer – William J. Hurst 

 

 Captain William J. Hurst, United States Navy (Retired), served as Ex-

ecutive Officer and Navigator onboard USS Stoddard from 1945-1946. Origi-

nally from San Luis Obispo, California, CAPT Hurst was a member of the 
United States Naval Academy Class of 1942. His class commissioned on De-

cember 19, 1941, however, following the attack on Pearl Harbor. During 

WWII, CAPT Hurst served on three destroyers: Gunnery Officer, USS Talbot; 

Gunnery Officer, USS John Hood; and Executive Officer, USS Stoddard. His 

ships took part in campaigns in the Aleutians, Solomon Islands, Okinawa, 

and the Third Fleet operations off of Japan. 
 After WWII, CAPT Hurst served as Executive Officer, USS Dyess; 

Commanding Officer, USS Jack W. Wilke; Commanding Officer, USS Cowell; 

Assistant Plans Officer, First Fleet Staff; Commander, Destroyer Division 

362; Chief of Staff, Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla 11; and Commander, Destroyer 

Squadron 5. In the last two positions he was involved in operations off of 
North Vietnam and in the Tonkin Gulf. 

CAPT Hurst also served as Executive Officer aboard the USS Williamsburg, 

the Presidential Yacht for President Harry S Truman. For two and a half 

years he was in charge of Camp Shangri-La, now know as Camp David. 

 Shore Billets included Staff of the Chief of Naval Operations, and the Bureau of Naval Personnel. 

 He attended the Naval War College in Newport, R.I. and then remained on the Staff as Director, Na-
tional Strategy Study. His last active duty was as Professor of Naval Science, Dartmouth College, retiring in 

1972 after 30 1/2 years of Naval service. He then worked for Dartmouth College as the Business Adminis-

trator at Dick Hall's House. From 1968 to 1993 he was the volunteer Head Coach of the Dartmouth Sailing 

Teams. During his tenure as coach, the Dartmouth Men and Women Sailing Teams achieved 4 National 

championships. In 1999 he was inducted into the Inter-Collegiate Sailing Association of North America 

Hall of Fame. 
 Before he passed away in October 2011, CAPT Hurst put together his memories, titled “Memories of 

 a Sailor,” for his family. These memories include stories from his time onboard USS Stoddard, in

 including the segments below, describing picket duty and the Japanese surrender from WWII:  

“In February 1945 I was ordered to the USS Stoddard (DD 566) as Executive Officer and Navigator. 

Since she was in the other division of [my squadron at that time], my "proceed, travel and leave 

time" consisted of a very wet boat ride across the bay. I reported aboard February 21, 1945. 
In late May, the division proceeded to Okinawa for radar picket duty. The Okinawa campaign was 

in its final phase but picket duty was still hazardous due to enemy air activity. Picket stations were 

set up 40 to 100 miles off Okinawa to detect flights of enemy planes and control our fighters to in-

tercept them…We controlled aircraft to intercept several kamikazes and we were under attack by 

others several times. As Executive Officer I would normally be stationed in CIC but the Captain had 
me conn the ship during general quarters…On picket station three destroyers normally formed a 

triangle at 750 yards between ships. We maneuvered to try to keep the enemy aircraft on our beam 

in order to bring the most guns to bear. While under attack the guns made so much noise that you 

couldn't hear the radio so we maneuvered without signal, usually at 30 knots. Maneuvering at that 

speed and that close is hairy, even with radio communications. It was very exciting. 750 yards was 

only about six ship lengths. The standard turning circle for a destroyer is 1000 yards -- with full 
rudder about 700 yards. 

After one attack at dusk, the three ships were returning to the assigned picket station in the dark 

when our fantail lookout reported hearing a person call from the water. All three ships reported 

everyone accounted for but we decided to reverse course and return to the area to check. Sure 

enough, someone was in the water calling!! We thought it was a Japanese pilot but after many 
questions realized the person belonged to one of the other two ships. The other ship said they did-

n't want him back since it turned out he had jumped overboard as a plane was attacking his ship. 

We sent him back later anyway. He was a very lucky sailor. Where he was in the water was a long 

way from where ships would normally operate. 

         (Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued From Page 4) 

 

 While on picket duty we were very fortunate. Some of the planes we shot down came very 
close but never hit us. The Okinawa Campaign was the most expensive one of the war for the Navy. 

About 400 ships were sunk or damaged, and over 9000 sailors killed or wounded. 

 The most memorable attack was on the 6th of June 1945 when the Stoddard was credited 

with shooting down two kamikazes and assisted with shooting down two more. I'll never forget the 

one plane that attacked the ship from dead astern that day. One of their tricks was to fly close to 

the water to avoid radar detection and then pop up just in time to attack the ship. The first I knew 
of the attack was when I heard the 20 mm guns on the fantail firing. I ordered right full rudder to 

bring the main battery director and 5 inch guns to bear. When the 5 inch fired, some members of 

the 20 mm gun crew on the fantail received flash burns and puncture wounds caused by the cork 

from the 5 inch powder cartridges. The plane was damaged and made a circle to start another ap-

proach from our starboard beam when it was hit and crashed into the water in flames. 
 After organized resistance had ceased on Okinawa, the Stoddard joined Carrier Task Force 

38… The Task force was the most formidable force ever put together. It consisted of four task 

groups, each with about four carriers, about four battleships or cruisers, and about 25 destroyers. 

Almost all of the ships had been built since the war started…On the day we received word that the 

Japanese had given up, most of the carrier strike aircraft were still enroute to their targets. They 

returned and dropped their bombs on the horizon.  It was quite a sight to see hundreds of bombs 
drop and explode over the water. Admiral "Bull" Halsey sent out a message saying if any Japanese 

planes came out, to shoot them down in a friendly manner. A few die hard kamikaze pilots did come 

out to attack the force. They were taken care of -- in a friendly manner.  

 When the war ended we weren't sure the Japanese would all give up easily so the Task Force 

continued to be alert and operate off Japan until the surrender was signed on board the USS Mis-
souri on September 2, 1945. Even then most of the ships operated off the coast for awhile. It was 

really strange seeing all the ships with their lights on again after almost four and a half years with 

them darkened. 

 After being at sea for 72 days, the Stoddard entered Tokyo Bay about ten days after the for-

mal surrender…Before leaving Japan we managed to get from the Army enough Samari [sic] swords 

for each officer to have one plus a Japanese rifle for every crew member.  
 The Stoddard arrived in San Diego in early December…we only stayed a day or two and 

headed for the Panama Canal…We had kept a few key engineers who were eligible for discharge to 

be sure we could make the rest of the trip.* We transited the Panama Canal on December 14, 1945. 

While enroute we were ordered to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for overhaul…While at the ship yard in 

Philadelphia…our ship modifications were cancelled. We were then scheduled for the reserve fleet…
we hauled down the colors July 9, 1946.”  

 

*One of those “key engineers” was MM3 Thomas Davis.  

 

 

                 Tommy Davis MM3 
 

LCDR William James Hurst was officer in charge of the decommissioning of the USS Stoddard from 

June 10, 1946 until July 9, 1946 after the Captain, CDR Orville “Ollie” Liebschner was relieved. 

 
 
Captain Hurst passed away on October 4, 2011. 

Buried at New Hampshire State Veterans Cemetery 

Boscawen, Merrimack County, New Hampshire. 

 

The love of his life Christina Hurst passed away on  

November 5, 2020. 
 
Bill & Chris attended many USS Stoddard reun-

ions.  They have been greatly missed. 

Cheri & Nancy, their daughters and families,  

    have continued to attend our reunions. 
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June 4,1912 

 August 21, 1986 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USS Stoddard Alumni Association 

34th Annual Meeting—Bermuda 

September 7th – 12th, 2024 
  

President, Steve Romack, opened the meeting.  

 

Secretary Report: Carlene Rauh read the minutes 

of the 33rd Annual Meeting at St. Louis, MO. Upon 

motion made and seconded, the minutes were unan-

imously approved.    

Treasurer’s Report:  Bill Melyan presented the fi-

nancial report as of August 28, 2024.  The annual 

financial statement will be published in the February 

Newsletter.  Upon motion made, and seconded, the 

treasurer’s report was approved as presented.    

Ship’s Store: Steve and Renee Romack discussed 

the increased postage and problems with getting 

items from the vendors.  If members wish to know 

the exact amount of their order with postage, they 

can call Renee and Steve before they mail it. 

Webmasters:  Dan Withers asked if anyone had 

photos or videos to share, please send for the web-

site. 

2024 Memorial Service:  The Stoddard Memorial 

Service was led by John Laible, Chaplin.  Twenty 

Stoddard alumni were honored at this years’ service. 

Email Coordinator:  John Rauh asked that when 

home addresses or emails changed to please let him 

know.   

New Business: New attendees were introduced:  

Rick Johnson and Marie Thurner; and Bob and Sha-

ron Wagner. 

Dan and Roxanne presented Bill Melyan with a Quilt 

of Valor which they designed.  They also announced 

they have additional quilts to be presented.   

Suggestions for next year’s reunion were discussed.  

It was decided that next year 2025 the Stoddard Re-

union will be in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Brad and Jodi 

Morris (son-in-law and daughter of Victor Heath) 

have volunteered to host the reunion.  

Bob and Sharon Wagner agreed to host the 2026 

reunion in Omaha, Nebraska. 

 

The group thanked Steve and Renee Romack for 

hosting this year’s reunion.   

 

 carlene rauh,    

       secretary... 

Election of Officers: The following slate of officers 

was unanimously elected for 2025 year:   

Presidents, Brad Morris 

Secretary, Carlene Rauh  

Treasurer, Bill Melyan  

Chaplin, John Laible  

Storekeeper, Steve and Renee Romack 

Email coordinator, John Rauh  

Webmasters, Dan and Roxane Withers  

 

Upon motion made and seconded the meeting ad-

journed to the annual meeting In Salt Lake City, 

Utah 2025. 

                         Respectfully submitted,  

                               Carlene Rauh  
    Secretary 

   john laible,  chaplain   

      CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

May They Rest In Peace 

Feezel, Larry G.         BT2       64-66    7-29-2024 

Gorman, Robert P.     FTGSN  66-66     1-19-2023 

Milatz, George W.      RD2      63-66     7-10-2024 

Naelley, Willis G. Jr.  LTJG    44-46   12-11-1979 

 Every time I enter my study I see the pho-

tograph of the Stoddard.  I think of all the men 

that served on her and think of their lives that are 
united because of that ship--they married, had 

families, had careers,  have  lived and some 

passed on.  However we are still connected as 

shipmates over the many years.  May God Bless all 

of you, your families and give you all of His 

Grace.     

                                        John 
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USS STODDARD DD566 
WWII * Korea * Vietnam 

 

President: Steve Romack 
email: chief3r@gmail.com 

 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh   

email:  cjrauh@LDD.net 

 
Treasurer: Bill Melyan 

email:  keystonewillie@verizon.net 

 

Storekeepers:  Steve & Renee Romack 

email:  chief3r@gmail.com 

 
Chaplain: John Laible 

email: captjohn42@gmail.com    

 

Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers 

email:  dwithers@rodaxwireless.com 
 

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh 

email:  cjrauh@LDD.net 

DMZ 

bill melyan,    

   treasurer... 

USS Stoddard Alumni Association  

Financial Statement 

January 1, 2024  -  December 31, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance  1-1-2024       $23.926.87 
 

INCOME  -  2024 

   Membership Dues $ 830.00 

   Ship's Store                $ 259.85 

   Donations            $ 526.00   

   Cruise Credit               $1,500.00 

                                                   $3,115.85 

                 Total Income                $ 27,042.72 

 

EXPENSES  -  2024 

    Newsletter Costs        $1,076.45 

    Store Inventory           $ 560.44 

    Ship's Store Post            $ 95.95 

    Office Supplies            $ 322.94 

    Bank Fees     $ 36.00 

    Thank a Vet/Coins    $ 18.30 

     Reunion Expenses   $ 801.05 

     Store Refund               $ 39.00 

      Total Expenses               - $ 2,950.13

  

Balance December 31, 2024*****$24,092.59 

                                                          

Respectfully Submitted,   

                           Bill Melyan  

Thank You! 
A big thank you to  

Steve & Renee for giving 

us a wonderful  

Bermuda Reunion 

Naval Sayings: Grog/Groggy: to describe alco-

hol, usually of poor quality.  History: In the 18th 

Century, Vice Admiral Sir Edward Vernon decreed 

that each sailor’s half pint of rum a day should be 

watered down with an equal amount of water. The 

sailors nicknamed the Vice Admiral “Old Groggy” as 

he wore a Grogam coat on deck. The mixture of wa-

tered-down rum became termed ‘grog’, and those who 

drank too much of it were referred to as ‘groggy.’ 
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