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USS STODDARD DD566
WWII * Korea * Vietnam

35th Stoddard Alumni Reunion

DoubleTree by Hilton
Salt Lake City Airport

USS Stoddard Rate
$159
Plus Taxes
Includes Breakfast for
two (2) guests per room
Rate 3 Days prior or after
Subject to Availability
Free Wi-Fi
Free Parking,
Free Airport Shuttle
Hotel Reservations:
USS Stoddard Web Site
or Call
801-539-1515
Ask for “USS Stoddard
Reunion Rate”

Hotel Cutoff Date
August 18th, 2025

Salt Lake City, Utah
Sept. 17th—Sept. 20th, 2025

¥

Hosts:

Brad & Jodi Morris

Son-in-Law & Daughter of
Victor (RM3 61-62) & Bonnie Heath

Email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com
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Welcome to Salt Lake City where the serenity of a mountain getaway
meets metropolitan energy nestled against breathtaking landscapes. Frequently
referred to as the “Crossroads of the West.”

We would like to share some interesting
things about our city.

Salt Leke City is the capital of Utah and most
populous city in the state.

e The Great Salt Lake is the largest salt lake in
the Western Hemisphere.

Utah'’s signature dishes is the pastrami burger i
and funeral potatoes the ultimate comfort

Inside this issue:
Tours SLC Reunion 2

Wagner —Logo Ship
Destroyer men
Secretary Notes
Capt. Geo. Unmacht
Chaplin’s Corner

Registration
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Ship’s Store

(cheesy potatoes).
e Salt Lake City sits at the elevation of about 4,300 ft. above sea level.

We were able to arrange for you to attend a performance of the Tabernacle
Choir, explore the Bonneville Salt Flats, and visit Wendover Airfield, the original
WWII Army Air Force training base.

Deadline - August 18th, 2025
Hotel & Registration

Please Get Your Registration in as soon as possible!
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Morman Tabernacle Choir- For more than a century, The Tabernacle ¢
Choir has given voice to the hopes, joys, trials, and triumphs of people
around the world. This 360-member chorus of men and women, all vol-
unteers, has performed at World’s Fairs and expositions, at inaugura- [
tions of U.S. presidents, in acclaimed concert halls from Australia and
Europe to Asia and the Middle East, on television broadcasts, and now on
YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and streaming platforms such g
as Spotify and Apple Music. The choir has even been referred to as @
“America’s Choir,” as a result of their high standard of popular choral music.

When Latter-day Saints moved to the Salt Lake Valley in the American West under the direction of
Church President Brigham Young, a small choir was formed which first sang at a conference of the Church
on August 22, 1847, just 29 days after the first pioneers arrived. Known from its beginnings as the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, the Choir changed its name in October 2018 to more closely align with its sponsor-
ing organization, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Choir is now called “The Tabernacle
Choir at Temple Square.”

From this small beginning, the Choir has become an international g
musical sensation. In 1929, the Choir began broadcasting Music & the Spo-
ken Word on radio. Now the program—carried on over 2,000 radio and tele-
vision stations and with over 4,500 episodes—is the world’s longest contin- i
uing network broadcast. With their incomparable voices and their shared . _
faith in God, they are a significant presence in the world of music, giving
service through song. The Tabernacle Choir is dedicated to the universal
language of music that has the power to bring joy, peace, and healing to its
listeners. This unique music organization transcends cultural and generational boundaries and brings to-
gether people from around the world through stirring music. The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square has
many affiliate organizations such as the Orchestra at Temple Square, the Organists at Temple Square,
the Bells at Temple Square and the Chorale at Temple Square.

Tour of Salt Lake City at Night-State Capitol and other highlights of the city.

ms Wendover Air Force Base & Museum- is a former United States Air Force base
— in Utah now known as Wendover Airport. During World War II, it was a training
s base for B-17 and B-24 bomber crews. It was the training site of the 509th

¢ shima and Nagasaki.
, LF. s After the war, Wendover was used for training exercises, gunnery range
land as a research facility. It was closed by the Air Force in 1969, and the base
was given to Wendover City in 1977, and the County continues to operate the airfield as a public airport. A
portion of the original bombing range is now the Utah Test and Training Range (UTTR) which is used ex-
tensively by the Air Force with live fire targets on the range.

See some of the most remarkable military history in Nevada at the Historic Wendover Air Field mu-
seum, where you can tour masterfully restored World War II-era buildings like the Enola Gay B-29 hangar,
atomic bomb loading pits, and see uniforms, medals, propellers and more.

The Bonneville Salt Flats— The Bonneville Salt Flats is an ancient dry lake
bed of the Pleistocene Lake Bonneville, began forming at the end of the last Ice
Age, and is known to be the largest of a series of salt flats on the western edge |
of the Great Salt Lake. The entire area is free public land, managed by the Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM), though people have been traveling across [
and recreating on the famous Bonneville Salt Flats for thousands of years.

By 1907, a couple of local businessmen test drove a Pierce-Arrow on the salt flats and by 1910, the
first permanent railway stretched across the Bonneville Salt Flats. Since then, the Bonneville Salt Flats
have been touted as one of the world’s premier land speed “racetracks” in the world. There are five major
land speed racing events that happen here each year, including legendary Speed Week. The first land
speed record was set during races at Bonneville in 1914, and the current Bonneville Salt Flats racing
events welcome cars, trucks and motorcycles as they race to set the highest speed achieved by a person
using a vehicle on land.



https://open.spotify.com/artist/1GRl6sRyLg9ToOohIE2wW5
https://music.apple.com/us/artist/the-tabernacle-choir-at-temple-square/548906
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/music-spoken-word.html?lang=eng
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/music-spoken-word.html?lang=eng
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/orchestra-at-temple-square?lang=eng
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/organs-and-organists-on-temple-square?lang=eng
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/bells-at-temple-square?lang=eng
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendover_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/509th_Composite_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/509th_Composite_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B-29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah_Test_and_Training_Range

USS Stoddard DD-566—Wagner Lego Ship

- By Bob Wagner 1968-1969 RD3

After I retired, my granddaughter got me interested in Legos and since then, we have
spent many quality hours “building “ Lego sets. Interestingly enough, my wife found this “non-
Lego” set on the internet and knowing I was on the USS Stoddard a Fletcher Class destroyer,
she got this for me.
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carlene rauh,
secretary...

cjrauh@LDD.net
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Looking forward to seeing everyone in Sep-
tember, Brad and Jodie are planning a memorable
reunion for us. They will have the final itinerary in
the next newsletter.

You will have free shuttle from the airport to
the hotel. Also the hotel will provide 2 free break-
fasts per room for two persons. If you have a third
person sharing the room, you can purchase an ad-
ditional breakfast for approximately $18 per day.
Also just a reminder that there is no tip included
in the free breakfast for the staff serving you.

The schedule is a bit different this year on
Thursday. Because of the time of the Choir per-
formance, we will begin our tour at 5 pm. The ho-
tel hospitality room will be open all day. You may
want to grab an early dinner so we are ready to
leave at 5 pm. We will try and work out a way so
that everyone can get something to eat before we
leave on the tour.

There will be a buffet on Friday night at the ho-
tel with some of the foods of the region. Also by
arranging the meal at the hotel the cost is much
less since we do not have the expense of transpor-
tation and there is more time to enjoy the evening.
The bus travel is becoming our biggest expense.

The hotel Lakeview Restaurant is open from 6
am to 10 am and from 5 pm to 10 pm. You will
have breakfast here and can have dinner after 5
pm.

The Club (bar) is open from 3 pm to 12 am.
You can also order food at the Club.

Please return your registration and make your
hotel reservations as soon as you can. This helps
with the final numbers for the transportation and
food orders.

Please respond no later than August 18th,

2025.

Looking forward to seeing you all soon!

Carlene

March 17, 2025
Gentlemen,

It's that time again to raise a glass and toast
shipmates here and gone, and remember that fateful
day off the coast of North Vietnam. Not only that
day, but the times we shared with during our tour
aboard Stoddard.

I just finished reading A Short History of the
Navy in WWII by Admiral Samuel Eliot Morrison. At
611 pages it is called short by the author because it
is part of a 16 volume tome on that subject. It's
main title is Two Ocean War. A combination of
splendid writing of Naval action in all spots of the
globe at that time, the author combines massive de-
tails, frequently citing names of aviators, CO's of
that smallest vessels mixed with evaluation of the
decisions of King, Nimitz, Churchill and Roose-
velt. The cover fly says that he petitioned the Presi-
dent with the idea that history should be written as
it took place. He got commissioned as a LTCDR and
served in most theaters during the war. Ended up
as a RADM. Quite the wordsmith, he held my atten-
tion through most of the narrative. I have attached
his words below... destroyer men... "as good for a
lark ashore, as a fight at sea."”

From the conclusion of “THE TWO-OCEAN WAR”
A History to the United States Navy in WWII
By Samuel Eliot Morison RADM USNR

One feels particular admiration for the offic-
ers (and bluejackets) of the destroyers the “tin cans”
which operated in every theater of the war. They not
only had to be first rate seamen, and ship handlers,
but men of science, to assimilate the new techniques
of antisubmarine warfare and air defense. Although
overwhelmed with paperwork, these young officers
maintained something of the port and swagger of the
old time frigate skipper; they were as good for a lark
ashore as for a fight at sea. In every theater and eve-
ry kind of operation, as we have abundantly seen,
destroyers were the indispensable components.
Whether in convoy duty or in a hunter killer group
in the Atlantic, or supporting amphibious opera-
tions, delivering torpedo attacks in night battles, or
taking the wrap from kamikaze's off Okinawa, the
men who managed these ships, proved themselves to
be the most versatile and courageous of sea warri-
ors. There is no wonder that so many have risen to
high command in the new Navy..

Hope this all finds you well!
Tom Balogh LTJG 1965-1967
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| Spotlight on USS Stoddard Captain—CDR George P. Unmacht 12/1944 - 1/1946

George Paul Unmacht was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on 2 September
1911, son of Lieutenant Colonel George F. Unmacht, USA, and Mrs. (Othelia J. Bur-
ton) Unmacht. He received his early education from Hyde Part High School in Chica-
Y go; Western High School of Washington, DC, and Culver Military Academy, Culver,
| Indiana, and after a year at Columbian Preparatory School, also in Washington was
| appointed Midshipman from the Third Congressional District of Illinois. Entering the
US Naval Academy on 14 June 1929. He was honorably discharged upon graduation
on 1 June 1933. He was appointed Ensign in the Naval Reserve on the same day, and
| on 16 July 1934, was released to accept commission as Ensign in the US Navy.

After being commissioned in the US Navy, he had sea duty from August 1934
until November 1936 on USS Lexington and USS Dupont. He assisted in fitting out
USS Vincennes, at the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation plant at Quincy, Massa-
chusetts, and served aboard that carrier from her commissioning. In January 1938
he joined USS Asheville, a unit of the Asiatic Fleet, and continued duty on Asiatic Station until May 1940.

Ordered to the Eleventh Naval District Headquarters, San Diego, California, he had duty in connec-
tion with fitting out USS Stansbury, and joined her on her commissioning, 28 August 1940. On 20 May
1941, he became her Executive Officer, and served as such until 2 November, shortly before the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. He next reported as Aide to the Commandant, Naval Operating Base, Iceland, and
from August 1942 until September 1943 served as Aide and Flag Lieutenant to Commander Task Force 99.
For meritorious service in that assignment he received a Letter of Commendation, with Ribbon from the
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Assuming command of USS Paul Jones in November 1943, he served for a year before his transfer to
command of USS Stoddard.

For outstanding service in the latter command, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat
“V”, the Silver Star Medal, and a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal with Combat “V.” The
citations follow, in part:

Bronze Star Medal: “For meritorious service as Commanding Officer of the USS STODDARD in action
against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area from November 2, 1944, to April 18, 1945. A
skilled and resolute leader, Commander Unmacht skillfully directed the fire of his ship against hostile
installations during this period, and by his courage and determination, contributed to the success of
three bombardments against the enemy in the Kuriles...”

Silver Star Medal: “For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity ...in action against enemy Japanese
forces in the vicinity of Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, June 6, 1945. During numerous suicide plane at-
tacks on the unit to which the STODDARD was attached, Commander Unmacht successfully directed
the fire of his guns and, skillfully maneuvering his vessel, enabled her to come through the engage-
ment without damage by the suicide planes...”

Gold Star in lieu of Second Bronze Star Medal: “For heroic achievement as Commanding Officer of the
USS STODDARD during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Western Pacific War Area
from July 1 to August 22, 1945. Skillfully maneuvering his ship in Empire waters while on screen of
antiaircraft and anti-submarine missions...”

After brief duty at Headquarters, Eleventh Naval District, San Diego, California, Commander Un-
macht served from May 1946 to March 1948 as Operations Officer on the Staff of the Commander, Hawai-
ian Sea Frontier. He assumed command on 1 April 1948, of USS Waldron, and detached in April 1950, re-
ported for duty as Executive Officer of the Naval Amphibious Training Unit, Atlantic, at Little Creek, Virgin-
ia.

In August 1951 he reported to the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia, and completing the
course had brief instruction at the Sonar School until March 1952, when he assumed command of Escort
Destroyer Division 42.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat “V” and the
Commendation Ribbon with Combat “V”, Commander Unmacht has the China Service Medal; the American
Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with one star;
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with stars; the World War II Victory Medal; and the Navy Occupation
Service Medal, Asia Clasp. CDR Unmacht passed away in 1988 in Marin County, California.


http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/l/lexington-cv-2-iv.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/d/du-pont-ii.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/v/vincennes-ii.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/a/asheville-gunboat-no-21-i.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/s/stansbury.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/p/paul-jones-iii.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/s/stoddard.html
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President: Brad & Jodi Morris
email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

Treasurer: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net

Storekeepers: Steve & Renee Romack
email: chief3r@gmail.com

Chaplain: John Laible
email: captjohn42@gmail.com

Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

May They Rest In Peace

Babson, Sanford G. Ensign 63-63 2-1-2018

Bozich, Francis E. SM1 63-63 3-1-2010
Clementino, James D. COX 44-46 4-19-2025
Iannone, Niles A. LTJG 64-65 4-16-2015
Iritano, Salvatore (Sam) FN2 51-53 12-16-2012
Landers, George CFC 45-45 2-19-2011
Martin, Joseph D. BM3 68-68 4-10-2025

Richardson, Gary Dee FTC 69-69 6-3-2015
Thome, Pitt George LTJG 51-54 1-21-2025
Weiske, James W. LTJG 62-64 12-2-2024
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john laible, chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
captjohn42@gmail.com

A prayer for our reunion:

Almighty God, we ask your blessing as we join
together for our reunion. We remember the sailors of
the USS Stoddard who have served before us, whom
we trust now rest in peace with you in Paradise; and
honor the Navy sailors now serving our nation. In-
spire us, with renewed faith, greater devotion and
courage as we face the uncertainty of world condi-
tions. Strengthen our military forces and use them to
maintain peace and goodwill throughout the world.
Grant to each of us a consuming desire to promote
the brotherhood of mankind, pleading for the ac-
ceptance of cooperation and international under-
standing throughout the world, that dignity and free-
dom might become available for all mankind. May our
honored heritage as sailors inspire us as we take our
stand as USS Stoddard Veterans in dedication to life
and duty, to raise high the flag that men have fought
for and died to preserve. For this high and noble pur-
pose we dedicate our lives to God and country. May
we continue to be faithful and true. In the name of

our Lord we pray. Amen.
John LTIG 66-69

¢ Jjohn rauh,
\ database/email coordinator

v__ cjrauh@LDD.net

If you haven’t paid your dues please do so. Our
costs continue to rise as printing cost and postage
continues to increase. It was suggested we raise our
dues but we hesitate to do so because we may lose
some alumni. Another choice would be to send via
email, but many have expressed they prefer the paper
newsletter.

The year above your name on the mailing label
of the newsletter indicates current dues date. If have
sent more than the $10 for annual dues, we add that
to your dues.

I have had several emails returned. If you
change your email or your home address, please let
me know so that we don’t loose contact with you.

Also, if you have anything of interest for the
USS Stoddard newsletters, please email me so it can
be shared with all the Stoddard Alumni.

;aﬁn« SK3 67-68
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USS Stoddard DD-566
35th Reunion-Salt Lake City, Utah
September 17th -September 20th, 2025
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Make your hotel reservations directly with the hotel and ask for the Double Tree-Salt Lake City Airport
USS Stoddard Group Rate, Room rates: $ 159.00 Standard Room; plus (taxes) with 2 full breakfasts.
Room rate honored 3 days before and after reunion/ Free Airport Shuttle/ Free Parking / Free Wi-Fi
Registration Due By August 18th, 2025 Phone Number 801-539-1515 or online at:
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/slcardt-91n-05e2d821-1803-4495-8fcc-687dbfalcb55

Name: Lady’s Name:

Stoddard Service Years: Navy Rate or Rank

Guest Attending with me:

Street Address: City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone: Email

Price # of Guests TOTAL

Wednesday 9/17

Registration Fee - per person
(Guests attending banquet only -No Fee)

Registration Fees help pay misc. costs of Reunion $20 X =$
Thursday 9/18 Hospitality Room Open During the Day
Dinner on Your Own Before 5 PM
Leave at 5 PM Performance of the Tabernacle Choir &
Tour of Salt Lake City at Night $ 85 X =9
Friday 9/19 Tour of Wendover Airfield & Bonneville Salt Flats $ 58 X =$
Friday Eve. Buffet at Hotel = Southwest Buffet $ 55 X =$
Saturday 9/20 Lunch on Your Own
USS Stoddard Business Meeting
Evening 6:00 PM Cocktails, Banquet, & Raffle
Please put attendee name after entrée selection
g .
Entrees include: Chicken Limone’ $46 X =$
Salad
Rice Chicken Limone’ $46 X =$
Seasonal Vegetables
Dinner Rolls Teriyaki Salmon $52 X =%
Desert
Coffee & Tea Teriyaki Salmon $52 X =$

R e e e e e e e e S R e R e R e e R S R R e e

Make checks payable to: USS Stoddard Alumni Association GRAND TOTAL $

Tips and taxes are in-
cluded for all events.
Except Breakfast Tip

Mail to: USS Stoddard Alumni
4337 S. Highway 51
Perryville, MO 63775

Brad Cell: 801-946-6346
Jodi Cell: 801-635-8390
Email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com



https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/slcardt-91n-05e2d821-1803-4495-8fcc-687dbfa1cb55
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