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36th Stoddard Alumni Reunion
Sept. 23rd—Sept. 26th, 2026

Hosts:
Bob & Sharon

Wagner

Email: rhwags2@cox.net

Cell 402-740-0429

Sharon and I are looking forward to hosting the
2026 USS Stoddard Alumni Reunion in Omaha, Nebraska this year.

*The Omaha Metropolitan area,
located in extreme Eastern Nebraska
on the Missouri River, has a popula-
tion in excess of 1 million people.

*Omaha is the home to the
headquarters of four Fortune 500
companies: Berkshire Hathaway, Kie-
wit Corporation, Mutual of Omaha,
and Union Pacific Corporation.

*Other notable companies
headquartered in the city include First
National Bank of Omaha, Gallup, Inc.,
Valmont Industries, Werner Enterpris-
es, Woodman Life, and three of the na-
tion’s ten largest architecture and en-
gineering firms (DLR Group, HDR, Inc.,
and Leo A Daly).

*Notable cultural attractions
include the Henry Doorly Zoo and
Aquarium (Often rated as the top zoo
in the United States), Old Market,
Durham Museum, Lauritzen Gardens,
and the annual College World Series.




USS Stoddard Alumni Newsletter—March 2026 Page 2

We are looking at many attractions in Omaha these are just a few.
If we aren’t able to go, please stay a few days and go on your own.

Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium
It is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and a member
of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums. In August
2014, TripAdvisor rated it the "world's best zoo", ahead of the San Diego
Zoo and Loro Parque, based on an algorithmic assimilation of millions of re-
views for 275 major zoos worldwide. The zoo is known for its leadership in animal conservation and re-
search. Evolving from the public Riverview Park Zoo established in 1894, today the zoo includes several no-
table exhibits. "Kingdoms of the Night" is the world's largest nocturnal exhibit and indoor swamp, the "Lied
Jungle" is one of the world's largest indoor rainforests, and the "Desert Dome" is one of the world's largest
indoor deserts, as well as the largest glazed geodesic dome.The zoo's mission includes four pillars—
conservation, research, recreation, and education—which are represented by the four squares in the logo.

Freedom Park

Freedom Park serves as a United States Naval Museum on the
Missouri River and is home to the USS Marlin SST-2 Submarine and
the USS Hazard AM-240 Minesweeper, Anchor & Propeller Garden,
Shipboard Rocket Launchers and a Douglas A-4D Skyhawk Jet Fight-
er and other aircraft.

USS Hazard AM-240 USS Marlin SST-2

Mormon Trail Center at Winter Quarters

Explore Omaha’s historic Florence neighborhood. At the Mormon Trail
Center, take a trip to the 1800s and experience firsthand the struggles and tri-
umphs of the Great Mormon Migration. Pull a handcart like pioneers did and
experience what it was like to live in a make-shift cabin and travel by covered
wagon.

Father Flanagan’s Boys Town
Tour the expansive campus of Boys Town, a National Historic Landmark District.
Preserved in time inside this world-renowned village are the Hall of History museum,
historic chapels, gardens, and Father Flanagan’s 1920s home. In fact, it’s the stuff that
movies are made of; Boys Town, the 1938 movie starring Spencer Tracey and Mickey
Rooney, won two Academy Awards (one of which is on display in the Hall of History).

Joslyn Castle Tour

This 30-room stone mansion built in 1903 resembles a traditional Scottish
castle. As your group enters through the huge front doors, they will be amazed by
the craftsmanship of the elaborate wood interior, which comes from all parts of
the world. Your group will hear the fascinating story of George and Sarah Joslyn
and how the couple shared their extraordinary wealth with the community.

The Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Memorial

The Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Memorial honors the 396 Nebraska
military personnel who were Killed In Action (KIA) during the Vietnam War
and an additional four Sailors from the USS Evans. The Memorial includes
an honor wall bearing their names; a restored UH-1 Huey helicopter and res-
cue display; 11 obelisks creating a historical journey through the events of
the Vietnam War; flag poles for the flags of the United States, POW/MIA, and
five branches of the U.S. Military; benches and greenspace for reflection and
rest; and technological enhancements to sustain the experience and viability
of the Memorial long-term connected to the Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Foundation (NVVMF) website www.NVVMF.org.
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Salt Lake City Highlights
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SALT LAKE CITY REUNION ATTENDEEES—2025

NAME FIRST GUEST RATE YEARS| STODDDARD YEARS OR FAMILY
Anaya Herby |Merci Rentria Mercedes MM2 64-67
Baumer Kelly Craig - Son-in-law Daughter - John & Carlene Rauh
Bolen Chris Daughter - Tommy & Marlene Brant
Brandt Marlene Tommy Brant - Widow
Coneway [Clint Greta LTJG/CAPT | 66-69
Fix Sharon |[Mary Fix - Jeff Alvin Widow, Daughter & Grandson- Bob Fix
Geisler Susan |Martin Geisler Friends - Dan & Roxane Withers
Goss Nancy |Jim - Son-in-law Daughter - Bill & Chris Hurst
Goss Jen Granddaughter - Bill & Chris Hurst
Green Mike Daisy BMSN 69-70
Grindell Clyde Carol Callahan ET2 52-54
Heath Victor |Bonnie RD2 61-62
Hurst Cheri Daughter - Bill & Chris Hurst
Johnson Ricky Marie Thurner ETR3 66-68
Laible John Cricket LTJG/CAPT | 66-69
Martinez Steve Dawn Spott Friends - Martin & Susan Giesler
Merrill Ray MM2/LCDR | 63-66
Morris Jodi Brad - Son-In-Law Daughter - Victor & Bonnie Heath
Ortiz Michelle |Raymond - Son-In-Law Daughter - Ray Merrill
Ping Sharon Sister - Marlene Brant
Plapp Al Kathy MME3 65-66
Rauh John Carlene SK3 67-68
Semrod Robert |Joy Friends - Al & Kathy Plapp
Stone Sr. |Garry Marilyn BT3 62-66
Stone Jr.  |Garry Son - Garry & Marilyn Stone
Wagner Bob Sharon RD3 68-69
Withers Dan Roxane ETN3 65-66

13— USS STODDARD SHIPMATES & 48 ATTENDEES

Thank You!

Brad, Jodi, Vie & Bonnie

for a great

Salt Lake City Reunion
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carlene rauh,
secretary...

cjrauh@LDD.net

USS Stoddard Alumni Association
35th Annual Meeting -Salt Lake City
September 17t — 20th, 2025

President, Brad Morris, opened the meeting.
Secretary Report: Carlene Rauh read the minutes of
the 34th Annual Meeting in Bermuda. Upon motion
made and seconded, the minutes were unanimously
approved.
Treasurer’s Report: The Financial Report was pre-
sented as of August 31st, 2025. The annual financial
statement will be published in the February Newslet-
ter. Upon motion made, and seconded, the treasur-
er’s report was approved as presented.
Ship’s Store: The cost of mailing items and the lack
of interest in purchasing items from the store was dis-
cussed. It was the consensus of the group that the
Ship’s Store continue until all items are gone. Mike
Green made a motion to place a notice in the next
newsletter, seconded by Art Anaya, and approved.
Webmasters: Dan Withers asked if anyone had pho-
tos or videos to share, please send for the website.
2025 Memorial Service: The Stoddard Memorial
Service was led by John Laible, Chaplin, at the Wend-
over Air Base. Eighteen Stoddard alumni were hon-
ored at this years’ service.
Email Coordinator: John Rauh asked that when
addresses or emails changed to please let him know.
New Business: The Stoddard Group was contacted by
the owner of the stained-glass picture of the
Stoddard. The picture was made by a friend of Bill
Melyan and auctioned at one of the reunions. There
was a discussion of how to handle the picture. One
suggestion was to offer it to the highest bidder in the
next newsletter, and another was to take it to next
year’s reunion. The biggest problem is shipping costs.
Bob Wagner, next year’s reunion host, made a motion
that he pick up the picture and take it to the Omaha
Reunion, seconded by John Liable. Details will need
to be worked out with Bill Melyan. Bill picked up the
picture because of the cost to ship. Bob and Sharon
Wagner will host the 36t Stoddard Reunion in Oma-
ha, NB. The date to be determined. John Rauh sug-
gested that he would made a flash drive of Salt Lake
Reunion photos rather than the CDs.

(Continued top of page)

Election of Officers: The following slate of officers
was unanimously elected for 2026 year: Presi-
dent, Bob Wagner

Secretary, Carlene Rauh

Treasurer, Bill Melyan

Chaplin, John Laible

Storekeeper, Steve and Renee Romack

Email coordinator, John Rauh

Webmasters, Dan and Roxane Withers

Upon motion made and seconded the meet-
ing adjourned to the annual meeting in Omaha,
NB in 2026.

Respectfully submitted,

W 24% , Secretary

The stained glass picture of the USS
Stoddard was donated to the association and auc-
tioned at the San Antonio Reunion (2011). Joe
and Marilyn Harpster purchased the picture and it
hung in their house in Florida for 14 years.

Due to health reasons, and sale of house in
Florida, the Harpster Family decided to donate the
picture back to the USS Stoddard Association.

The picture was delivered to Bill Melyan.
Bill checked on the cost to mail the picture and
the cost was over $250.00. He decided to check on
a place to donate the picture and found a Naval
Museum in Florida to accept it. When we dis-
cussed the disposition of the picture at the annual
meeting, we were not aware that a home had been
found for the picture. The Miliary Heritage Muse-
um in Punta Gorda, Florida will accept the stained
glass picture and display it in the museum for
everyone to enjoy.
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Why Are Engineering Guys called SNIPES?

In Medieval days up until the early 1800”s,
there were no Snipes. Along about 1812, the Navy
obtained their first paddle wheel steamer named
the USS Fulton. To run the boiler and engine, men
of steam were also acquired. They were not sailors
but engineers from early land-based steam engines.

From the beginning, the sailors did not like
or appreciate these landsmen and their foul smoky
plants. They were treated with contempt and pretty
much given the short end of the stick.

In spite of all this, the steam engine pre-
vailed. There were two crews, however, the Engi-
neers and the Deck crew. Soon an Engineer Officer
was appointed to each ship. He was the Engineer
master, and the Engineers reported to him. The
deck sailors reported to the ship’s master. Curi-
ously, the two masters were on equal footing, and
neither were over the other. The Deck Master
though was in the best position. He controlled the
quarters and the rations. The Engineers were still
at the mercy of the Deck gang. By the height of the
Civil War, as steam was taking over and sails were
disappearing, the old admirals that controlled the
Navy were in a quandary with what to do about the
situation.

They accomplished a couple of things, first,
they managed to make the senior Master a Captain.
As captain, he was in overall command of the ship
and the Engineering officer reported to him. Being
as how there are occasions that the Engineer mas-
ter outranked the ship’s master, something had to
be done to keep the Engineer from becoming Cap-
tain. To solve the problem, they developed two sep-
arate officer branches, Staff and Line. Only Line
officers could succeed to command. Staff officers
would always be subservient to Line officers at sea.
Staff officers consisted of Surgeons, Supply and
yes, Engineering officers. To this day this is still
true.

The second change was to make all engi-
neers Navy men, however, they were also made jun-
ior to all deck sailors. A petty officer machinist was
junior to a deck seaman third. All this went to
make the lift of the engineers even more miserable.
They could now be flogged and harassed at will by
the Deck crew.

(Continued top of page)

Along about this time came an Engineer Of-

ficer by the name of John Snipes.
I cannot find the name of the ship he first appeared
on, but he was a different cut from the others. He
demanded sleeping accommodations and food equal
to the Deck gang. He also declared there would be
no more harassment for his gang. When the ship’s
captain laughed at him, Snipes simply had his men
put out the fires in the boiler. To make a long story
short, Snipes brought about changes in the system.
In time, these changes extended to the entire Naval
fleet. The engineers became strictly “hands off” for
the Deck gang. They became known as Snipes’ men
and over the years as just Snipes.

In today’s Navy, the name Snipes lives on in
machinist mates, enginemen, gas turbine system
technicians, electrician's mates, damage controlmen,
hull maintenance technicians and machinery repair-
men. They carry the legacy, keeping the engines
running around the clock so that our ships have life.

Without them, the ship is just a floating box.
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President: Bob & Sharon Wagner
email: rhwags2@cox.net

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

Treasurer: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net

Storekeepers: Steve & Renee Romack
email: chief3r@gmail.com

Chaplain: John Laible
email: captjohn42@gmail.com

Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

john laible, chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
captjohn42@gmail.com

"Fair winds and following seas" is a tradi-
tional nautical blessing wishing a sailor or traveler a
smooth journey with favorable winds (fair
winds) and waves that push the vessel forward from
behind (following seas). It signifies a, easy voyage and
is often used in retirements, farewells, or commis-

safe,

sioning ceremonies.

%L
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bill melyan,

treasurer...

Bill sends his regards. He was una-
ble to have the financial statement finished
for this newsletter, but will publish it in
the next newsletter.

7/

Steve & Renee,

ship’s store...

At the annual meeting in Salt Lake it was
decided that the Ship’s Store would be phased out
because of the high cost to ship items and the lack
of interest in purchasing items.

There are a few polo shirts of varying sizes
and other miscellaneous items left. We will include
information in next newsletter. The items will be
sold for the actual cost to the association plus
shipping costs. Steve and Renee will be able to let
you know the shipping before mailing.

Steve & Renee

May They Rest In Peace

Firebaugh, Charles D. FTCS 56-57 5-4-2024
Cheyney, Jerre E. GMG3 61-64 6-6-2025
Dobbins, Howard A. IC3 66-69 6-4-2022
Hubbard., Peter “Pete” LT 65-68 12-28-2025
Hunter, William (Bill) LT 66-69 3-2-2025
Merrill, Stephen J. ETR2 64-68 12-12-2025
Sass, Harvey W. MR3 58-62  9-1-2025
Tarzan, Lazer J. Sr. RM2 44-45 12-11-2017

Refueling in the Taiwan Straits - 1959
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USS Stoddard (DD-566) was a Fletcher-class destroyer of the United States
Navy, named for Master's Mate James Stoddard, who was awarded the Medal of
Honor during the Civil War. She was the last Fletcher to be stricken from the
U.S. Navy, in 1975.

Stoddard was laid down at Seattle, Washington, by the Seattle-Tacoma
Shipbuilding Corp. on 10 March 1943; launched on 19 November 1943, spon-
sored by Mrs. Mildred Gould Holcomb; and commissioned on 15 April 1944.

Stoddard earned three battle stars for World War II and three battle stars
for the Vietnam War.
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