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List of Events for the USS Stoddard 22nd Alumni Reunion  

Wednesday, Sept. 15th ñRegistration  in USS Stoddard Hospitality Room  

Thursday, Sept. 16th ñLuncheon at Seaview Country Club and  Casino  Trip                                   

                                                         (Slot Voucher for $30.00 ñ dinner on your own)  

Seaview Country Club  

Boardwalk at Atlantic City  

     Seaview Resort and Spa is a world -class 

bayside retreat situated on 670 acres of pristine 

pinelands in southern New Jersey. It offer 36 holes 

of Championship golf on two of New Jerseyõs oldest 

and most prestigious courses  

     Atlantic City  is a city  in Atlantic County, 

New Jersey , United States . Famous for its board-
walk , casino gambling , sandy beaches, shopping 
centers, view of the Atlantic Ocean, and as the in-
spiration for the board game Monopoly .  Today, the 
Atlantic City Boardwalk is  4.12  miles (6.63  km) 
long and 60  feet (18  m) wide, reinforced with steel 
and concrete. The combined length of the Atlantic 
City and Ventnor boardwalks is approximately 
5.75  miles (9.25  km), currently the world's longest 
boardwalk.  

Quality Inn               

815 SR37 West  

Toms River,  

New Jersey  08755  

 Reservations:  

USS Stoddard  

Alumni Reunion 

Rate $ 90.00  

(Honored before and 

after reunion)  

Breakfast Included  

Call:  

   1-732 -341 -2400  

REUNION REGISTRATION DEADLINE ñAUGUST 1st  

Airport Shuttles :  Arrangements have been made for transportation from 

Newark Liberty International Airport and Atlantic City International Airport 

for shuttle service to the hotel in Toms River.   Cost of shuttle service and 

more information to follow in next newsletter.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_(New_Jersey)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_County,_New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_County,_New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardwalk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardwalk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casino
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monopoly_(game)
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Saturday, September 18th ñHidenburg Crash Site/Museum Tour  

  Cathedral of the Air ñUSS Stoddard Memorial Service   

                                          (Lunch on your own)  

 
The Hindenburg  disaster  took place on Thursday, May 6, 1937, as the German passen-
ger airship LZ 129 Hindenburg  caught fire and was destroyed as it was attempting to dock 

with its mooring mast  at the Lakehurst Naval Air Station , which is located adjacent to the borough of Lakehurst, New 

Jersey . Of the 97 people  on board, 35 people died in addition to one fatality on the ground. The disaster was the subject 
of spectacular newsreel  coverage, photographs, and Herbert Morrison 's recorded radio eyewitness report from the land-
ing field, which was broadcast the next day. The actual cause of the fire remains unknown, although a variety of theories 
have been put forward for both the cause of ignition and the initial fuel for the ensuing fire.  The accident served to shat-
ter public confidence in the giant, passenger -carrying rigid airship , and marked the end of the airship era.  

 
 
     The Cathedral of the Air was conceived in the late 1920s by a member of the American Legion, 
Gill Robb Wilson of Trenton, with ground broken in 1932 for a memorial to the self -sacrifice and 
devoted service of aviators. This cathedral was built entirely by the AMERICAN LEGION. There were 
no federal subsidies or grants, and the labor was mostly by volunteers.  Eighteen stained -glass win-
dows have been installed through the years commemorating the history of flight in fact and in myth 
--  from the mighty horse Pegasus and the wax wings of Icarus, to one window honoring Dr. Hugo 
Eckener, the German pioneer of lighter -than -air aviation.  The windows dazzle the eyes. The spec-
trum of colors falls on the pews and nondenominational worshippers amid the subdued sounds of 
prayer.  
 

Saturday Afternoon ñBusiness Meeting after lunch  

        Saturday Evening Banquet  ñ Cash Bar  

 Please remember to bring an item unique to your city or state for the raffle ñThanks!  

Friday, September 17th  

Ellis Island / Statue of Liberty Tours  

(Lunch on your own there are concessions at venue)  

      The Statue 
of Liberty , offi-
cially titled Lib-
erty Enlighten-
ing the World  

dedicated on Oc-
tober 28, 1886, 
is a monument 
commemorating 

the centennial of 
the signing of the 
United States 
Declaration of 

Ind ep endence , 
given to the 
United States by 
the people of 
France  to repre-

sent the friendship between the two countries 
established during the American Revolution .   It 
represents a woman wearing a stola , a radiant 
crown  and sandals , trampling a broken chain , 
carrying a torch  in her raised right hand and a 
tabula ansata , where the date of the Declaration 
of Independence JULY IV MDCCLXXVI  is in-

scribed, in her left arm.  

     Ellis Island  in 
New York Harbor  
was the gateway for 

millions of immi-
grants  to the United 
States  as the site of 
the nation's busiest 
immigration station 
from 1892 to 1954. 
Prior to that, the 
much smaller origi-

nal island was the site of Fort Gibson and later a naval 
magazine . Since 1990, restored buildings on the island host 

a museum of immigration run by the National Park Service  

as part of Statue of Liberty National Monument . 

 

Friday Evening ñPoolside BBQ at Hotel                               
(weather permitting)  

PHOTO ID REQUIRED for Ellis Island & Navy Lakehurst Tours 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LZ_129_Hindenburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mooring_mast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Air_Engineering_Station_Lakehurst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakehurst,_New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakehurst,_New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_passengers_and_crew_aboard_the_final_flight_of_LZ_129_Hindenburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newsreel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Morrison_(announcer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airships
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stola
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_(headgear)#History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_(headgear)#History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabula_ansata
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Harbor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigrants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigrants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magazine_(artillery)#Naval_magazines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magazine_(artillery)#Naval_magazines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Park_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_Liberty_National_Monument
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Commanding Officers ñRevised April 2010  

USS Stoddard DD -566  

CDR Horace òIron Mikeó Myers  Apr 15 1944 ðDec 1944  

CDR George Paul Unmacht     Dec 1944 - Feb 18, 1946  

CDR Orville (Ollie) Liebschner    Feb 18, 1946 ð June 10, 1946  

LCDR William James Hurst        June 10, 1946 -July 8, 1946  

 ( Decommissioned Jul 8 1946 - Mar 9 1951 )  

CDR Eli Thomas Reich      Mar 9, 1951 ð Apr.17, 1952  

CDR John Baumeister Jr.      Apr 17, 1952 -1954  

CDR John Blount Nelson      1954 - 1955  

CDR Jacob Vincent Heimark      Sep 1955 - Jan 1957  

CDR Claude Lloyd Reeves      Jan 1957 - 1958  

CDR Robert T. Hanley       1958 ð 1960  

CDR James Richard Collier      1960 ð June 1962   

CDR Charles Louis Wall      June 1962 ð Feb 18,  1964  

CDR Theodore L. Morgan      Feb 18, 1964 ðJune 1965  

CDR Charles Kenneth Presgrove  June 1965 ðOct. 1966  

CDR Robert Carhart Conolly II     Oct 1966 - Oct 1968  

CDR James Ernest Lacy       Oct 1968 - Sep 26 1969  

( Decommissioned September 26, 1969 )   

     After the list of Commanding Officers 

was published in the January Newsletter, 

several shipmates pointed out that some 

names were missing and others were in the 

wrong order.  The source was the 

NavSource, an online web site devoted to 

US Navy Ships including the shipõs Cap-

tains.  I have since checked several sources 

and found what I think is the correct order 

and dates.  This information has been given 

to NavSource and they are correcting their 

records.  The web site is very interesting,  - 

check it out at www.navsource.org.     

Submitted by:  

John Rauh SK3 1967 -1968. If you find 

anything in error or missing, please let me 

know.  

cjrauh@ldd.net or call (573)547 -8523  

CDR  

 Horace  

 òIron Mikeó 
Myers  

  

      

 CDR  

  George 
Paul  

  Unmacht  

    

Born September 2, 1911 ð Deceased February 26, 1988  

Graduate US Naval Academy 1933  

Served aboard USS Wichita  CA-45 and USS Massachusetts  BB -59  
CO USS Paul Jones  DD -230  

CO USS Stoddard  December 1944 ð January 1946  

CO USS Waldron  DD -699 1948 - May 17 1950  

Commander of the USNRRPAT -Rhine River Patrol 1954  

CO USS Platte  AO-24 Sep 1956 - Nov 1957  

Awards ð Bronze Star ð Gold Star in lieu of second Bronze Star  

Citation for Solomon Islands Campaign  

Born Boise, Idaho - March 30, 1908 ð Deceased October 1977  

First CO of USS Stoddard  DD-566 (Plank Owner)  

Commissioning April 15, 1944 ð December 1944  

First CO USS Everett F. Larson  DD -830 (Plank Owner) April 1945 -1946  

CO USS Schley  APD-14/DD103  

Served Aboard USS Broome  DD -210  

Served Western Sea Frontier ðResponsible for defense of US Pacific Coast  

Served US Navy June 1926 ð January 1957  

Awards ð Silver Star ð Legion of Merit ð Bronze Star Medal  

      CDR  

Orville (Ollie)  

   Liebschner  

Born E. Liverpool, Ohio October 7, 1915  

Now Resides in Warminster, PA  

 
CO USS McLanahan DD -615 1945 -1946  

 

CO USS Stoddard  Feb. 18, 1946 ð June 10, 1946  

 

CO USS Forrest Royal DD -872ñ1950 -1951  

 

 

 

 


