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Chicago is hosting the 16th annual
Stoddard Reunion. Cometo the “windy city”
and enjoy the sights. Visit historic Bucking-
ham Fountain, the Navy Pier, Sear Towers
Skydeck, the Robie House (Frank Lloyd
Wright), shopping on Michigan Avenue, the
Museums (art, history, and science), the Lin-
coln ParkZoo,and much more.

The Doubletree Guest Suites at Downers
Grove will be our host for September 15th
thru the 18th, 2004. Roomrate will be $109
single/double and $119 for triple/quad. This
rate included a full breakfast daily for all hotel
guests.

Thehotel is located in the westernsuburbs
of Chicagoabout 25 minutes from the down-
town area. There are two-room suites with
living room and private bedroom. Visit the ho-
tel web site at

www.doubletreedownersgrove.com

Mark your calendar for September 15th
thru the 18th. Seeyouin Chicago!!

CoPresidents,

Bob Butler (BT3'67-69), and
PaulLiske (MM2 ‘64 -68)

TAPSChaplain ByrorGoodwin

TheReunionMemorial Servicewas con-
ducted by Chaplin,JoeHarpsteron the USS
New Jersey. Thefollowingshipmateswere
remembered:

MAYTHEYRESTIN PEACE
RobertAbolton,SN61-62 (2/17/03)
Arthur Garra,MM2 58-62 (6/9/03)
JimMcGonigal WWII (12/2/02)
F. Benjamin MacKinnon, WWII (4/20/03)
TheodoreL. Morgan,CDR64-65 (10/27/02)
ClaudeL. Reeves,CO57-58 (10/30/02)

Josephé& JerilynRobinson,SN51-54
(11/22/02)

WalterF. Roemke,GM151-52 (5/19/02)
EdsonL. Stewart, EM160-61 (2/24/03)

At the annual meeting in Philadelphia,
Byron Goodwinwas elected Chaplinpro tem
for the comingyear.

Since our reunion we have been notified
of the death of the following shipmates:
Dale Tuel,BT356-59 (9/19/03); RobertRex
WWII (8/13/03); Sydney Bokovoy SN '57
(1986); R. I. Borchert LTjg66-67; Joyce Mi-
hecoby HM2 66-67 (7/08/01); Jess L.
Spencer(1996); JamesE. WhitakerLTjg66-
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SpecighankgsoPauland

2003 ReunionHighlights

Dear Shipmates:

Thereunion has come and gone. Ritaand
| have received many notes and e-mail from
attendees who say they had a wonderfultime
in Philadelphia. The pleasant comments we
receivedmade the planningand worryingwell
worth the effort.

There were one hundred and thirty-eight
(138) shipmates, spouses and guests in at-
tendance. Severalof them were first timers.

Ritaforagreat5thReunion!!  trose shipmates who arrived early even beat

2003ReunionaPhiladelphia

Ourspeciglestas
BerFranklin.

By

Rita and | to the hotel. Whenwe entered the
hotel with all of our materials we were
greetedby severalold and new friends.

Within a short period of time we were off
and running with registrations and the hospi-
tality suite opened. The next day the ship’s
store beganoperation.

Duringthe next severaldaysthe attendees
took tours around Philadelphia enjoying the
. history of the city. They explored the shop-
© ping districts and found restaurants that of-

-, fered reasonably varied food choices. The

highlight of the Reunion was our visit to the
USSNew Jersey. Thewreath layingceremony

e broughttears to the eyesof the most stalwart

. sailors and their ladies. Joe Harpster per-
formed the duties of Chaplin. He read the
names and gave a short synopsisof the lives
of shipmates who died since our last Reun-
ion. Thetour of the New Jerseythat followed
the ceremonywas veryimpressive.

The Thursdayevening buffet was an infor-
mal event that permitted everyoneto meet
and greet each other. Our special guest was
Ben Franklin. He shared words of wisdom
with everyone. Thefood servedcelebratedall
of the ethnic backgrounds of Philadelphia.
Backgroundmusic provided a delightful back-
drop for everyone. We also played the USS
Stoddard trivia game. We had several win-
ners. Everyoneenjoyed participating in the
game. It wasfun!

Theclosingevent, the Saturdaynight semi-
formal dinner, was wonderful. We enjoyedthe

USSSTODDARRDUMMEWSLETTER

music of Take2. They played songs we
could all dance to and they entertained us
with their excellent singing. The food and
service was superb at the sit-down dinner.
| was assisted in may duties as Master of
Ceremony by several shipmates. They
helped me hand out the many gifts brought
to the Reunionfor the yearlyauction.

Rita and | want to thank everyone for
the assistance during the Reunion. With
your help we were able to provide everyone
an enjoyabletime.

Pauland Rita Hanna

e-mail: drhanna@pics.com

Chaplain’seportcon’tfrompagel

67; Daniel S. Smart, QMSN ‘55
(11/27/82); and RobertL.Yon(4/17/87) .

Yon'sson wrote: “At Dad’s funeral one
of his old Navy friends read a poem that
was read when men were buried at sea. It
was quite touching and I've hoped to find a
copyof it...” If anyonecan help, please let
me know.

“TAPS™-THESTORBEHINDIHESONG

We have all heard the haunting melody
of “Taps.” Reportedlyit all beganin 1862
during the CivilWar.  Union ArmyCaptain
Robert Ellicombe was with his men near
Harrison’s Landing, VA. The Confederate
Army was on the other side. During the
night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans
of a soldier wounded on the field. Not
knowing if it was a Union or Confederate
soldier, the Captainrisk his life to bring the
soldier back to camp for medical attention.
Crawlingon his stomach through the gun-
fire, he reached the wounded soldier and
began puling him back to camp. Whenhe
reached his camp, he discoveredthe man
was a Confederate soldier, but he was
dead.

continued page5
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Reporbf AnnuaBusiness$/leetingReunior2003

from your secretary,marilyn harpster...

The President’s baton was passed from Paul
Hannato new co-Presidents,Bob Butler and Paul
Liske, who announced plans are in the work for
the 2004 Reunion in Chicago. Byron Goodwin
acceptedthe Chaplain'sduties. Reelected were
Jay Romack, Treasurer, and Marilyn Harpster,
Secretary. Jay and Marilyn have requested that
other members consider accepting their offices
next year. (The Association’s Constitution pro-
vides for the following officers: President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer,and Chaplain.) Prior to the cur-
rent group from 51-54 Korea, the officers were
members from the WWllarea: Don Whitworth,
JackPeters,Pat Duncan,DannyRizzob.

David Pietz offered, and was elected, as Pres-
dent for year2005, to host the Reunionin Sacra-
mento, CA.

(After the meeting, Carlene Rauh (John Rauh
67-68) graciouslyoffered to help with the Secre-
tary’s duties and this newsletter, with its beautiful
new format, is to her credit! Thank you Carlene,
for a terrific job! Now, we need someoneto give
JayRomacka hand! Whowill volunteer?)

Dan and Roxane Withers graciously shared
their time and expertisein creating and maintain-
ing the website as webmasterand agreedto con-
tinue in that capacity. Bob Hoaghas been coordi-
nating e-communications,and will continue to do
Sso.

The Membership had decided that each year
the Associationwould make a $200 contribution
to a Navy related program. Bob Hoag recom-
mended that the contribution for 2003 be sent to
the Historical Ship’s Foundation. He provided a
brief synopsisof their work and the rationale for
the recommendation. The motion passed unani-
mously.

The Alumniroster continuesto grow, there are
over 830 listings in the Directory. It is not practi-
cal for us to include a listing of all the changes
and newly “found” shipmates in our newsletter.
Pleasecheck our websitefor updates.

Thoseon our edist will receivetheir newsletter
by email notice. Please keep Bob Hoag, your e-
communicator, rwh@donobi.net updated as to
changesin your e-mail address. A hard copy of
the newsletter will be mailed to those without
email addresses.

JeromeFindley’'sdaughter, JeannaMatthews,
(50 Farm Brook Road, Sidney, ME 04330, mat-
thews@wtvl.net207 547-3658) joined her father
in Philadelphia and offered to work on a scrap-
book for the organization. She will incorporate
your photos, stories, memories, etc. into a craft
book which can be shared at the Reunionsand
passed on. What a great way for the group to
compile the memories of this very special ship!
Pleasecontribute stories, pictures, etc. so we can
beginthis project.

Bryon Goodwin reported that Danny Rizzolo,
former Alumni Chaplain, moved from NJto Kan-
sas so he would be closerto his sister and family.
In the move, he lost his Stoddard cap and was
most distressed. The group arranged to have a
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SeetheShip’sStoreonline.

cap sent to Danny, and let him know the group PleassenanotéoDanny
was thinking of him. Pleasesend notes of cheer Rizzolcancbthershipmates

to: Danny Rizolo,c/o TheForum,3509 W.95th

Street, Overland,KS 66206.

yolkknowvhaouldsesome

The meeting adjourned to begin the banquet goodheer.

festivities.

Alumniattending PhiladelphiaReunion:

Baetz,JayLtJg.58-60
Bailey,Frank58-60
Balzer,GlenET3/Ltjg 64-66
Bennage,HenryYWSN51-54
Berlin, Cecil52-54
Brannigan,Bill Lt 60-61
Brooks,Ken MMCS57-59
Buck, Frank SKC59-63
Butler, RobertBT367-69
Byassee,GeraldGMB3 58-63
Carr,Samuel LCDR68-69
Clay,JosephlC356-58
Coleman, WilliamLT64-68
Conners,JamesRD251-55
Davis,ThomasMM3 43-46
Elkins,RoyceHMSN58-61
Findley,MRFNJerome60-61
Frye,Ralph SK252-53
Goodwin,ByronRD259-62
Graham,Jim Ltjg 59-62
Grindell,ClydeET252-54
Hamby,Knox QMSN59-60

Hanna,PaulRD259-62
Harpster,JosephMM1 50-54
Henry,AllanMM2 51-54
Hoag,RobertLtjg61-63
Hummel,DonaldEMFN51-52
Hurst, WilliamLCDR45-46
Jones,CharlesSM358-61
Karz,RobertRD350-52
LeBlanc,Martin Jr. SN51-55
Lee,GaryBT367-69
Liske,PaulMM2 64-68
Magill, RobertDC151-54
Maholm,JoeBT266-69
Markey,JohnCS254-55
Moore, RalphGMG359-62
Macaulay,JimSN67-69
Nemec,LeroyQMSN56-57
Petren, StephenLTjg57-59
Pietz,DavidET360-62
Plapp,AllanMME3 65-66
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USSSTODDARDDD566
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CoPresidents: Bob Butler
and Paul Liske
email: RIbmustangae@aol.com

email: dliske@aol.com

Secretary: Marilyn Harpster

fromyoureditor,carlenerauh...

Youhave no doubt noticed that the
newsletter format has changed. In an
attempt to give Marilyn Harpster (our

USSSTODDARDUMMEWSLETTER

fromyourtreasurerjayromack...

Thefollowingis a summaryof the funds in
the Stoddard AlumniAccount:

BeginningBalance1/1/03 $12,375.80

dedicated Secretary)a much need re- INCOME:
prieve, | have volunteered (please note Dues
volunteer)to help with the newsletter.

We are trying to limit the time and  ggnkfee Refund
expenses of producing the quarterly Donations

newsletter. Almosthalf of our adminis-
trative expensesduring the past year

Ship’s Store Sales

email: jharpster@intekflow.com

Treasurer: JayRomack
Chaplain: ByronGoodwin

have been dedicated to the alumni

email: gbugsy@aol.com

Webmasters Dan and Roxane

Withers

email: withers@direcway.com
Email coordinator: Bob Hoag

email: rwh@donobi.net

NewsletterEditor. CarleneRauh

email: cjrauh@Idd.net

Marilyn Harpster, Secretary

Intek, Inc.
751 Intek Way
Westerville,OH 43082

Fax: 614 895-0319

newsletter.

We would like to put the newsletter
on the website for all those with email
access. Danand RoxanneWithers,our
webmasters, will put it on the website
and archive the newsletters for future
access.

Bob Hoag, our email coordinator,
will send you a message when the
newsletteris on the web page. Youwill
simply double click on the website ad-
dress in his email and it will take you
to the website to view the newsletter.
Once you are on our website simply
click the button for the newsletter and
it will open. Youwill be able to read it
in Abode. If youdo not have Adobeon
your computer, Dan & Roxanne will
have another button to click to
downloadthe Adobereader. It's free!!

For those without email access, we
will continue to mail the newsletter.

The alumni membership has grown
to more than 800 members,about
continued page5
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Prager,StanRM3 44-55
Puckett, TroyDK2 52-54
Rauh,JohnSK367-68

Reynolds WmET151-52
Roemke,(WaltGM151-52) Dee
Romack,JayYNSN51-52
Scram,AndrewLT60-63

Shea, IrvingBRCM52-56
Schiffer, VictorBT251-54
Smith, Alfred ET252-54

Smith, KennethMM3 51-54

St. Clair,David BMSN65-69

Stoyle,JohnLT 59-62
Strub, HenryPN3 66-68

Swann,RobertBTC66-69
Trotter,(Chas.MM2 43-47) Jewel

Uber, WmBT251-54
Vonderheid,Geo.SK2 43-46

HospitalityRoom
Raffle
RegistrationFees

EXPENSES:

Ship’s Store

Printing Newsleters
Printing Directories
Office Supplies
Postageand Shipping
Ship’s Store Refurd
ReunionFee

REUNIONEXPENSES:
President'sPlaques
(2002 and 2003)
Historic Ship Donation
Take2 (entertainment)
Phillytickets

Lion’s Club (wheelchair)
ReunionReg.Refunds
Hotel Deposit
Hospitality Supplies
PhiladelphiaTrolley
Dinners,supplies...

ENDINGBALANCE:

$2,150.00

$ 12.00
$ 385.00
$ 2,076.25
$ 266.25
$ 595.00
$26.479.38
$31,963.97

$1,932.00
$ 404.75
$ 657.24
$ 121.58
$1,302.81
$ 30.00
$ 500
($ 4,453.38)

$ 146.48
$ 200.00
$1,050.00
$1,662.50
$  30.00
$ 690.00
$1,000.00
$ 169.76
$ 9,005.00
$13,875.27
($27,829.01)
$12,057.38

Wagner,Rich. FP1555-56
Warnes WmETC51
Watz,AnthonyMM2 51-54
Weeks,GlenRD358-61
Willey,DavidLTjg53-54
Withers,Dan ET365-66
WoodenRobt.BM3 51-54

*kkkkk

Firsttime attendees’ names
are highlighted.

*kkkkk

15thStoddardAlumni Reunion-Philadelphia
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Chaplain’seportcon’t frompage3

The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught
his breath and went numb with shock. In the dim
light he sawthe face of the dead soldier. It was his
own son. The boy had been studying music in the
South when the war broke out. Without telling his
father, he enlistedin the ConfederateArmy.

The following morning, heartbroken, the father
asked permissionto give his son a full military bur-
ial despite his enemy status. His requestwas only
partially granted. The Captainasked for a group of
Armyband membersto play a funeral dirge for his
son. Therequestwas denied since the soldier was
a Confederate. But, out of respect for the father,
they granted him one musician. The Captainchose
a bugler. He asked the Buglerto play a series of
musical notes he found on the piece of paperin his
son’s uniform pocket. Thiswishwasgranted.

The haunting melody, which we now know as
“Taps” was born.

TAPS

“Dayis done, gonethe sun, from the
lakes, from the hills, from the sky. Allis well,
safelyrest. Godis nigh.

Fadinglight, dims the sight, and a star,
gemsthe sky, gleaningbright. Fromafar, drawing
nigh, falls the night.

Thanksand praise, for our days, neath the
sun, neath the stars, neath the sky. Aswe go, this
we know, Godis nigh.

fromthe editor,con’t frompage4

400 members have email addresses. Delivering
the newsletter by email would cut costsin half. We
are working over the internet from Washingon,
Ohio, Florida, and Missouri, so please be patient
with our efforts. Commentsand suggestionsare
welcome.

IF YOUDO NOTWANTTHENEWSLETTERLEASE

Pagé

fromthe emailcoordinatorbobhoag...

Shipmates:

I'm having a problem with AOL email addresses.
AOL rejectsmy messagedecauseyour SPAM filter is
setat high priority. Your messagesomebackto me as
undeliverable. Therefore,you will needto inform AOL
to stopblockingmy emailaddress: rwh@donobi.net.

Also, pleaselet me know when your email address
changesowe cankeepin touch.

WELCOMSBOARD

We welcomethe following new memberdo the Alumni
Associationsinceour lastnewsletter:

Ambrose,Terracel. RD2 64-69
BachmanHerbertJ. Jr. SMC59
Etherington GeorgeFTG365-68
FirebaughCharlesFTCSLTjg 56-57
GravenerDannyRD3 66-68
GravenerJackMM2 65-69
Grimm, Terry Dale SM2 65-68
HempsteadRobertGM1 59
Huss,Marvin D. IC1 66-67
Ines,Andres TN 59

Korst, LeroyM. RM3 54-56
KrawtschenkoPaulMM3 66-68
Manker,BobM. EM1 66-69
Mattioli, CharlesMM3 60-62
Nokes,Arthur SN 52-54
Northcraft,Donovan EM3 66-69
Pilcher,LouisJ.BT3 65-69
PurpuraGeorgel. BTFN 52-56
Rainbolt,GeneE. QM3 64-68
Rau,WayneA. SN 66-69
Rogersn,R.G. CDR 66-67
Salley,LavornD. BM3 65-67
Star,RobertR. RD366-67
Sturvist,GeraldLTjg 66-68
Thierry, LelandSHL365-68
Tovrea,RonaldD. MM3 66-67
Turo,FrankRMSN 65-68
Yake,JayMMFN 64-67
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